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ACADEMY NEWS & NOTES 
AWARDS COMMITTEE REPORT 
May 7, 1986 
The recruitment process of the Minne-
sota Academy of Science was followed in 
the solicitation of nominees for the Dis-
tinguished Minnesota Scientist Award, 
the Minnesota Science Teacher Award, 
Recogn it ion of Distinguished Service to 
the Academy, and Recognition of ApI re-
ciation. Invitations for nominations for 
these awards were made in Minnesota 
Academy of Science and Minnesota 
Science Teachers' Association publica-
tions. Letters were also sent to the MA.5 
membership inviting nominations. Only 
responses for the Minnesora Science 
Teacher Award were received. Three 
Minnesota science educators were nom-
inated. 
The Minnesora Science Teacher Award 
Committee of Dr. Ga1y Goken, Joe 
Premo, Ted Molitor, and Wayne And er-
son (chair) met and se lected Dr. John 
Coulter, a biology and education teacher 
at St. Cloud State niversity, as the recip-
ient of this award. The Award was pres-
ented to John Coulter at the 54th Ann ual 
Meeting of the Academy at St. Cloud tate 
University on Friday, May 2, 1986. John 
was delighted as were his many fr iends 
and associates in an audience of approx-
imately 40 guests. 
Recommendation: 
In the future a more active program for 
recruiting candidates for awards in all four 
categories should be Initia ted ea rly in the Fa ll , 
preceding the annual meeti ng. Science socie-
tie and concerned citizens should be invi ted 
to nominate qualified person through loca l 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
media as ,;,,·ell as professional journals and 
publicmions. 
A Ii r of all nominees. and award recipient , 
r.ogether \Yith nomination forms . h ) uld he 
kept on fil e in the Academy offk:e. Through 
1986 approximately 10 science teachers were 
nominarecl for the Minnesota Science Teacher 
Award , but were not selected. in the future, 
the Awards Committee should solici t nomina-
tions from former nominators and ask them ro 
renominate and upgrade ( if desirable) their 
candidates in a brief letter. 
The Minnesota Science Teacher A,.vard 
should be re-evaluated. In 1986 a college 
science educatonvas selected. ln l 985 it was a 
high school science educator. What appears 
on the nomination form. d iffers considerably 
between the college. high chooL and in the 
future, elementary science teachers. 
Some methods of recognizing those worthy 
nominee who ,;,,·ere not seleeted for the 
Award should be irn·estigared. 
Editor's note: This calendar is intended to inform MAS members and otbers about scientzfic meetings and symposia of interest 
in Minnesota and surrounding states. Please send notices of upcoming events to The Edito,~ Minnesota Academy of Science 
Journal, Suite 916 Pioneer Building, St. Paul, MN ~5101. 
October 
3-5: Minnesota Academy of Science Fall 
Meeting. Decision Hills, Lake George, 
Spicer, MN. Wayland Ezell , program 
chairman. Len Soroka and Ben Thoma, 
program coordinators. 
17: Minnesota Science Teachers' Associa-
tion Fall Meeting. Wayzata High School, 
Wayzata, MN. Irene Tlach, program chair. 
21: American Chemical Society Meeting, 
Minnesma Section. Macalester College. 
Contact: Samuel Smith, (612) 733-6964. 
2 
November 
13-lS: 19th Annua l orth Centra l 
Regional Junior Science, Engineering, 
and Humanit ies Symposium. Quadna 
M.ountain Resort, Hi ll City, M . Christi ne 
Currie, director. 
19: American Chemical Society Meeting, 
Minnesota Section. niversity of Wiscon-
sin, River Falls. Contact: amuel mith, 
(612) 733-6964. 
January 
7-26: Winter Camping and Moose and 
Deer Ecology In Superior National Forest. 
Contact: orthwoods Audubon Center, 
Route #l - Box 288, Sandstone, MN 
55072, (6 12) 245-2648, 
February 
9-13: 19th Annual Miami Winter Sympo-
sium. Advances .in Gene Technology: 
The Molecular Biology of Development. 
P.O. Box 016129, Miami, FL 33101. 
April 
12-14 : 50th Annual State Science Fair and 
Research Program. Mankato rate niver-
sity. Wayne Anderson, chair. 
23-25: Minnesota Academy of Science 
55th Annual Meeting. Fargo-Moorhead 
ar ea. 
Journal of the Minnesota Academy o f Science 
A MINNESOTA CONTROVERSY 
High-Level Radioactive Waste Disposal 
Introduction 
Ex cerpts from a Symposium Sponsored 
by the Minnesota Academy of Science 
May 2·3, 1986 
It was once boldly stated that "The solution to pollution is di lution", but that was before we had nuclear 
energy. After 40 years of producing civilian and military nuclear waste, we have learned one important 
lesson . These wastes cannot be permitted to contaminate, in even the most diluted manner, our biosphere. 
With this in mind, our government has begun the overdue search for a repository to permanently dispose 
of these toxic substances, which are currently in temporary storage. 
As a pan of this nationwide search, the Department of Energy (DOE) selected five primary sites in 
Minnesota as possible locations for a repository. In Minnesota, the decision was both politically explosive 
and emotionally charged. It sparked public outcry; thousands of angry residents and our governor testi fled 
at the many state hearings conducted by the DOE. The fear of many Minnesotans' was that if geological 
research supported a Minne ota site, a repository would be built even over their objections. At wor t, a 
repository wou ld be built here , not because of sound geological conditions but because of political deals 
and Minnesora's location far from the politically powerful voting populations out east. 
This was the climate that existed when the Minnesota Academy of Science held its 54th annual meeting 
at t. Cloud State University. As part of the meeting, a symposium titled "The Disposal of Radioactive Waste 
in Granite - A Minnesota Controversy" -was organized at which outstanding individuals were invited to 
speak and participate in an open discussion of the e issues. In addition, the director of the Minnesota 
High-Level Radioacrive Waste Disposal Program addressed the Academy's members at the annual banquet. 
The communication of this information to its members and the public is an important duty of the 
Academy. The following collectjon of written comments from those who participated in the symposium 
and the banquet speaker will serve as an overview of these educational and highly stimulating se sions. 
It is hoped that public meetings such as th is in some way played a role in the ubsequem decision 
recently announced by President Reagan to drop Minnesora and the other eastern states from current 
consideration by the DOE as possible locations for a high- level nuclear waste depository. 
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